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WEDNESDAY, JUL 26, DAY 1: DEPART THE USA

TH

THURSDAY, JUL 27, DAY 2: ARRIVE MADRID

F

FRIDAY, JUL 28, DAY 3: MADRID - EXCURSION TO AVILA & SEGOVIA

We depart USA en route to Madrid, with complimentary meals and beverages served on
board.

We arrive in Madrid and are met by our Catholic Travel Centre representative, who will
accompany us throughout the tour. We transfer to our hotel for check-in and to rest from
our journey. Dinner is at our hotel. (D)

We make our way first to Avila, a city of contrasts, the hustle and bustle of the Mercado
(market) contrasts with the quiet repose of the temples and its cloisters.
We begin our visit at the central site related to St. Teresa of Avila, the mystic saint and
one of four women Doctors of the Church, the Monastery of the Incarnation, where St.
Teresa spent many years of her life in solitude, deepening her insights into the spiritual
life. After our visit of the Monastery, we stroll about this World Heritage Old Town, the
walls of which began in 1090 CE. Be sure to try the sweetmeats made by local nuns and
sold in small shops throughout the city, especially “yemas” made with egg yolks and
sugar.
After time for lunch on our own, we continue on to Segovia to pay our respects to one of
the great mystics of Catholic tradition and the spiritual director of St. Teresa, St. John of
the Cross, whose sepulcher we visit. On the horizon, we can see famous Alcazar Castle.
It might look familiar – Walt Disney reportedly drew his inspiration for the Disney castle
from this very place! We return to Madrid for dinner and the evening. (B, D)
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SATURDAY, JUL 29, DAY 4: MADRID - EXCURSION TO TOLEDO, LEISURE IN
MADRID
We make an excursion to Toledo, named a UNESCO World Heritage Site as one of the
most important centers of European medieval history. The Roman author Titus
described it as a “small fortified town,” and the Swords of Toledo gave its steel
production worldwide fame. Here we visit the striking Cathedral, one of the three 13thcentury High Gothic cathedrals in Spain and considered by some authorities to be the
premier example.
We some time for lunch on our own. We return to Madrid for the afternoon at leisure to
explore on our own. (B, D)

SU

SUNDAY, JUL 30, DAY 5: MADRID / GUADALUPE / CACERES / LISBON
After breakfast and checkout, we leave Madrid for Guadalupe, traveling through some
breathtakingly beautiful mountain scenery. We arrive at the Monastery of Guadalupe,
housing some of Spain’s finest artistic treasures. Pilgrims have flocked here since the
14th century, when a shepherd uncovered a miraculous statue of the Virgin, said to have
been carved by St. Luke. It was in the name of the Virgin of Guadalupe that the
conquistadors set off to explore the New World.
After our visit to Guadalupe, we make our way west to Caceres. Caceres ranks as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site and was nominated as the Cultural Capital of Europe for
2016. A walk through the Old City here takes you back to the 15th and 16th centuries.
After our visit, we continue on to our hotel in Lisbon for check-in and dinner. (B, D)
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MONDAY, JUL 31, DAY 6: LISBON - EXCURSION TO FATIMA
We enjoy an excursion to Fatima, one of the major Christian pilgrimage centers in all
Europe. Yet this shrine is located in a town ironically named after the daughter of
Mohammed, Islam’s great prophet!
On May 13, 1917, the image of the Virgin Mary appeared here to three shepherd children,
Francisco Marto, Jacinta Marto, and Lucia dos Santos. The apparition asked the three
children to pray for world peace. She then requested them to return to that very spot on
the 13th of every month, assuring them that in October she would reveal her true
identity. On October 13, 1917, the lady appeared before the children and announced she
was Our Lady of the Rosary.
We begin with a visit of the Little Chapel of the Apparitions. We also visit the Tombs of
Francisco, Jacinta, and Sr. Lucia, the Aljustrel where the children lived, and the Valinhos,
where Our Lady appeared after the children’s return from prison. We have time at
leisure before our mid-afternoon return to Lisbon. (B, D)

T

TUESDAY, AUG 1, DAY 7: LISBON - VISIT OF THE CITY & WYD OPENING
CEREMONY & MASS
We visit Lisbon, the largest city and capital of Portugal, whose recorded history goes
back to 1200 BC. We’ll enjoy an introduction tour of Lisbon, including the major sites, to
orient us for our weeklong stay in this historic and beautiful city. This afternoon, we
participate in the official opening of the World Youth Day. (B)

W

WEDNESDAY, AUG 2, DAY 8: LISBON – WYD CATECHESIS & YOUTH FESTIVAL
Today is filled with World Youth Day activities, with catechesis in the morning and youth
festival activities the remainder of the time. (B)
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THURSDAY, AUG 3, DAY 9: LISBON – WYD CATECHESIS & YOUTH FESTIVAL
Today is filled with World Youth Day activities, with catechesis in the morning and youth
festival activities for remainder of the time. (B)
During these days in Lisbon, working along with the official schedule of events, we can
organize various excursions, customized for your group, including:
Sintra - UNESCO World Heritage Cultural Landscape Site: In 1809, Lord Byron wrote, “I
must just observe that the village of Sintra in Estremadura is the most beautiful in
the world.” It’s as true today as it was then.
Obidos: Presented to the Queen of Portugal on her wedding day, Obidos is a
charming town with narrow cobbled streets, traditionally painted houses, and an
imposing medieval castle. Obidos is known for its many striking chapels and craft
and art.
Monastery of Saint Mary of Alcobaça: Founded in 1153 by the first Portuguese King,
Afonso Henriques, this mediaeval Catholic church and monastery were the first
Gothic buildings in Portugal. Due to its artistic and historical importance, the
monastery is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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FRIDAY, AUG 4, DAY 10: LISBON – WYD CATECHESIS & YOUTH FESTIVAL

SA

SATURDAY, AUG 5, DAY 11: LISBON – WYD PILGRIMAGE TO PRAYER VIGIL WITH
HOLY FATHER

This morning is devoted to catechesis, and this afternoon is devoted to praying the
Stations of the Cross, a World Youth Day tradition. (B)

We make our pilgrimage walk to the site of the Closing Mass. Tonight we participate in
the Evening Candlelight Vigil with the Holy Father and hundreds of thousands of our
fellow pilgrims from around the world. (B)
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SUNDAY, AUG 6, DAY 12: LISBON – WYD CLOSING MASS FOR WORLD YOUTH
DAY 2022
We awake and celebrate the Closing Mass of our World Youth Day Pilgrimage. We return
to our accommodations. (B)

M

MONDAY, AUG 7, DAY 13: RETURN TO THE USA
After breakfast, we transfer to the airport for our return flight to the USA. (B)

(B) Breakfast (D) Dinner
Note: Airline schedules will be available 11 months prior to departure.
Catholic Travel Centre reserves the right to adjust the departure date and
itinerary based on availability of group airline space.
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